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67. (New) The aqueous sol according to claim 66, wherein the sol has a molar 
ratio of Si0 2 to M 2 0, where M is alkali metal or ammonium, within the range of from 
15:1 to 40:1. 

68. (New) The aqueous sol according to claim 66, wherein the sol has an S- 
value within the range of from 25 to 35%. 

69. (New) An aqueous sol containing silica-based particles, wherein the sol 
has a specific surface area of at least 115 m 2 /g aqueous sol and an S-value within the 
range of from 1 0 to 45%. 

70. (New) The aqueous sol according to claim 69, wherein the sol has a molar 
ratio of Si0 2 to M 2 0, where M is alkali metal or ammonium, within the range of from 
15:1 to 40:1. 

71. (New) The aqueous sol according to claim 69, wherein the silica-based 
particles have a specific surface area of at least 550 m 2 /g Si0 2 . 

72. (New) An aqueous silica-based sol having: 

(a) a specific surface area of at least 115 m 2 /g aqueous sol; 

(b) an S-value within the range of from 10 to 45%; and 

(c) a molar ratio of Si0 2 to M 2 0, where M is alkali metal or ammonium, within the range 
of from 15:1 to 40:1; 

and containing 

(d) silica-based particles which have a specific surface area of at least 550 and less 
than 1000 m 2 /g Si0 2 . 
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